CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
FLYING ON

'TTIME Marches On. ...
JL     I now look back on more than thirty years
spent in the ' World of Wings.'   In every direction I
see changes and advances which might well be termed
' miraculous.5

The methods of learning to fly to-day are radically
different to what they were when I started my early
flying experiments. Then one used to start from the
ground and work upwards, a method which I still
think has certain advantages over the modern way
where the pupil is taken to a height of a thousand feet
or so, and then is given instruction.

A few years back I took a ' refresher' course in
flying which I found was very interesting. My
instructor, at times, thought I would not be able to
make a good landing, but I managed to do so without
feeling worried. At the present time I like, when
accompanying test pilots on our machines, to try the
controls in order to see that they are well-balanced out
and are easy to operate.

To-day the pupil learns to fly without thinking much
of the possibility of having accidents, but in the early
days such were almost an accompaniment of most
flights.

There is, unfortunately, a considerable tendency in
aircraft design to-day to make machines more and
more complicated. I am totally opposed to this for
I have always aimed myself at clean lines, the reduction
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